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MISSION STATEMENT 

FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, WORTHINGTON, MN 

God has called us, the baptized 
members of First Evangelical  

Lutheran Church, Worthington, 
Minnesota, to proclaim the Gospel 
and make disciples of all people. 

 

Living out our Mission 

In obedience, we commit ourselves 
to the Lord’s ministry rooted in a 
fertile agricultural prairie of God’s 
creation.  Relying on the promise of 
the Holy Spirit, and through Word 
and Sacraments, we will grow  
toward wholeness through worship, 
learning, service, witness, support, 
and fellowship.     
   Adopted 5-31-87 

August 
2022 

Evangel 
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Pastor Jeanette’s article 
Dear First Lutheran, 
 
 Thank you to the many people who made it possible for my family to attend Pastor’s Family Camp.  
Green Lake Bible Camp (Spicer, MN) hosts Pastor’s Family Camp one week each summer. The synod       
subsidizes the camp experience, making it more affordable for churches to send their pastors to this              
opportunity. During the mornings, Cole and I attended continuing education classes while Landon was in a 
small group for Bible Study and recreation. As many of you know, as ordained pastors we are supposed to 
complete continuing education every year (around 50 hours). We are allotted two weeks to spend towards this 
purpose and congregations financially support continuing education, as well. We had a great week together as 
a family and were able to worship together, eat meals together, spend time on the beach and more. Of course, 
one of the most valuable elements of Pastor’s Family Camp was being with other pastors and their families. 
We were able to share about difficult and encouraging experiences in our ministries. People shared ideas from 
their stories of success and stories of failure. Indeed, the week was one that was well spent. 
 Scott McRae was the continuing education presenter for the week. As a spiritual director, McRae was 
really helpful in guiding us as we reflected on the past couple years of ministry. (For many congregations, the 
past couple years have been challenging and full of conflicts.). We were able to consider more fully why we 
responded the ways we did to various situations and why our members responded the way they did to various 
challenges. I left the week feeling a greater sense of peace and healing, looking more eagerly towards the    
future and less stuck in a “survival mode” type of mentality.  
 The presentation was entitled, “Tending and Sharing The Sacred Fire: Lessons from Moses, the Cross, 
and the Enneagram on How We Lose and Find Our Passion for Ministry.” I had heard a great deal about the 
Enneagram from colleagues. Many of them felt this personality assessment tool helped them understand their 
habits in ministry better. I learned that I am an Enneagram Type 6 which is the “loyal skeptic.” These              
individuals tend to want to really analyze and discern each situation before making a decision. They can      
oscillate easily between loyalty and being skeptical of situations. They strive to be loyal, secure and             
responsible. They can easily over focus on fearful thoughts. They need to really work on trusting themselves, 
others and the world. When acting as their ideal selves, they often display high levels of courage, faith and 
trust. Analyzing this tool helped me to become more aware of myself (the goal of the exercise). That is, though 
I may want to really analyze a situation before making a decision, it is important for me to be aware that others 
do not share that desire. Likewise, type six personalities can fixate on things that cause fear or anxiety more 
than necessary and should work to not be overly worried about certain stressors. Though none of this was truly 
surprising to me, I found the reminder and the chance to reflect on this helpful. 
 Near the end of our session, McRae shared the following quote from Marion Wright Edelman, “Listen 
to the sound of the genuine within you. Small, Einstein said, is the number of them that see with their own 
eyes and feel with their own heart. How to be one of them?  There is something in each one of us that waits 
and listens for the sound of genuine within ourselves and it is the only true guide you’ll ever have. If you    
cannot hear it, you will all of your lives spend your days on the ends of strings that somebody else pulls. So I 
hope you will learn to keep quiet enough to hear the sound of the genuine within yourselves so that you can 
hear it in other people too.” This quote helped me to stop and think about how much my ministry in the last 
couple years has been reactionary to the stresses around me. McRae asked what type of ministry each of us 
were feeling called to do in our various settings and it made me realize that I hadn’t really thought about that 
much for a long time. I had been focused on managing situations and responding to needs. With this reminder, 
I was able to compile a list of tasks I had been meaning to do and people I had been wanting to connect with.  
Though I have just begun to dig into that list, I am eager to see how it will shape our shared ministry going  
forward. 
 Again, thank you for supporting me in completing my continuing education. I am always surprised by 
what I learn in these opportunities. 
 



Lessons and Themes for the Sundays in 
August, 2022: 
8/7/22:  9th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Genesis 15:1-6 
 Psalm 33:12-22 
 Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
 Luke 12:32-40 
8/14/22: 10th Sunday after Pentecost  
 Jeremiah 23:23-29 
 Psalm 82 
 Hebrews 11:29-12:2 
 Luke 12:49-56 
8/21/22: 11th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Isaiah 58:9b-14 
 Psalm 103:1-8 
 Hebrews 12:18-29 
 Luke 13:10-17 
8/28/22: 12th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Proverbs 25:6-7 
 Psalm 112 
 Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 
 Luke 14:1, 7-14 
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Praise the Lord 
The following is the financial report for 
First Lutheran as of June, 2022: 
General Fund: 
 Bal. 5/31/22: $6,931.72 
 Inc., June $15,843.63 
 Exp., June $24,408.03 
 Bal. 6/30/22: ($1,632.68) 
Building Fund: 
 Bal. 5/31/22:  $15,244.18 
 Inc.,  June $1,080.30 
 Exp., June $610.25 
 Bal. 6/30/22:  $15,714.23 

Card Ministry 
meets the second 
Wednesday of each 
month at 6:30 pm. 
Come join the fun. 
No experience     
necessary! Check 
out our display in 

Centennial Hall to purchase a card for $1. 
Funds will be designated to different groups 
as needed. 

            

           NEW EMAIL ADDRESS—felcwgtn@gmail.com 

Council minutes are available upon request from Natalie after they have been 
distributed to the Council. Please contact Natalie if you are interested in receiving 
the minutes. 
  

Thanks to a generous donation from Eldon Good’s 
memorial, work will soon begin in transforming the 
courtyard into a more welcoming entranceway from the 
back parking lot into the church. These funds were    
designated for this project and we thank Eldon Good’s 
family for their donation to First Lutheran. Questions 
about this project may be directed to the Property Team 
or Council. 
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If for any reason you are unable to serve at the time indicated, please trade with someone else 
on the list or find a replacement and contact the church office so that the names can be listed 
correctly in the church bulletin.  This is a temporary schedule for the month so it may change.  
Thank you. 

 

Assisting Minister  & Lector (Contact 
Person: Church Office, 376-6148) 
8/7 9:30 Leroy Merkel 

8/14  9:30 Cooper Scripture 

8/21 9:30 Matt Russell 

8/28  9:30 Paula Laffrenzen 

Computer Assistant (Contact Person: 
Church Office, 376-6148) 
8/7 9:30 Glenda Lais 

8/14  9:30 Kathy Summers 

8/21 9:30 Pam Fleming 

8/28  9:30 Ryan McGaughey 

Sound (Contact Person: Church  
Office, 376-6148) 
8/7 9:30 Kevin Fleming 

8/14  9:30 Doug Frisch 

8/21 9:30 Kevin Fleming 

8/28 9:30 Pat Demuth 

Van Driver:  (Van will be picking up members 
for the Sunday service only) 
8/7  9:30 Matt Russell (360-5835) 

8/14 9:30 Daren Bauman (360-9275) 

8/21 9:30 Larry Woodbury (360-2689) 

8/28 9:30 Midg White (360-3215) 

Coffee Servers (Contact Person: Church Office, 376-6148) 

8/7  9:30 Debbie & Dale Koob & Diana White 

8/14 9:30 Doug & Julie Christensen & Judy Selberg  

8/21 9:30 Sandy Poppema & Todd & Darcy Poppema 

8/28 9:30 Robert & Bonnie Bents & Diane Sletten 

Greeters (Contact Person: Church Office, 376-6148)  
8/7 9:30 Pat & Lynette Demuth 

8/14  9:30 Rolf & Joan Mahlberg 

8/21 9:30 Matt & Alisa Russell 

8/28 9:30 Judy Selberg & Sandy Poppema 

Facebook Live (Contact Person: 
Church Office, 376-6148) 
8/7 9:30 Becca McGaughey 

8/14  9:30 Carrie Adams 

8/21 9:30 Terry Morrison 

8/28 9:30 Erin Makela 

Acolytes (Contact Person: Church Office, 
376-6148) 
8/7 9:30 Kylee Milbrath 

8/14  9:30 Ashlyn Schaffer  

8/21 9:30 Katelyn Frodermann 

8/28  9:30 Zachary McGaughey 

ATTENTION: During August there will be tables going up for you to sign up to help in different ministries of 
the worship service. If you are interested in assisting with being coffee servers, greeters, computer assistant, 
assisting minister/lector, sound, Facebook Live, van driver or ushering, please sign up on the sheets on the  
tables in Centennial Hall as to which ministries you are able to assist with. If you are currently serving, please 
sign up again so we know that you are still interested in serving. Thank You! 

Phone – If you are having trouble calling the church, we have switched over to Bluepeak (Vast) and you may 
need to reprogram the church’s number into your cell phone. It works best if you put the area code in front of 
the number (507-376-6148). Thanks 
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August 

Birthdays 

 

         1    Madyson Bixby 
         3    Korey Stinehart 
         3    Troy Fitzhugh 
         3    Jason Gerdes 
         3    Lisa Severance 
         5   Amanda Roberts 
         6    Bruce Kraft 
         6   Cyrus Eisele 
         7    Bruce Livingston 
         7    Sandy Randall 
         9    Tony Potts 
         9    Harvey Berg 
        10   Glenda Lais 
        11    Lesa Johnson 
        12    Kinley Feller 

        12   Marjorie Livingston 
        14    John Milbrath 
        15    Terry Langland 
        16    Lonnie Myrom 
        16    Nancy Myrom 
        17    Marjorie Larson 
        17    Erin Makela 
        18    Gene Christensen 
        18    Pat Elsing 
        18    Lauren Stanton 
        19    Linda Towne 
        19    Jean Black 
        20    Sandy Poppema 
        20    Troy Feller 
        20   Aaden Wagner 

        20   Aaron Hagen 
        23    Jim Laffrenzen 
        23    Kathy Myer 
        24    Judy Gerdes 
        25    Marj Broich 
        25    Don Wasmund 
        27    Haley Byroad 
        27    Dennis Zierke 
        27    Gerald Wachter 
        28    Adam Feller 
        30    Nicole Kempema 
        30    Marless Milbrath 

“Parable of the Mustard Seed” 
“The plant becomes a tree.” 

 
A father gave his little boy a tiny acorn. “Son,” he said, “this tall oak tree we’re sitting under was once a 
tiny acorn like this.” 
 
The boy took the tiny acorn into his hand and turned it around and around. He looked up at the tree. Then 
he looked back at his father. “Daddy,” he said, “how can God pack a big tree into a tiny acorn like this?” 
 
Jesus’ disciples also wondered how the kingdom of God could ever grow to include the whole world. Like 
the little boy, they were looking at the problem from a limited viewpoint. They were forgetting about God’s 
mysterious wisdom and power. 
 
Do we tend to look at things from a purely human point of view? 
 
Lord, help us look at acorns and see trees. Help us look at raindrops and see oceans. Help us look beyond 
time and see eternity. 
 

Illustrated Daily Homilies by Mark Lick, SJ   
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First Lutheran Benefits from your 
Grocery Purchases. When you buy 
groceries at Fareway, with the Fareway 
Gift Card, First Lutheran receives 5% 
from the sale of the gift card. Get 
yours today! The cards are available in 

the church office. We have $25, $50 or $100 gift cards to sell. 
You pay the full price for the card and the church receives 5%. 
As of  June 30, 2022, a total of $5,786.24 has been put into the 
general fund.  

First Lutheran Benefits from your Grocery Purchases. 
When you buy groceries at Hy-Vee, 
with the Hy-Vee Gift Card, First  
Lutheran receives 5% from the sale 
of the gift card. Get yours today! 
The cards are available in the church 
office. We have $25, $50 or $100 

gift cards to sell. You pay the full price for the card and the 
church receives 5%. The card can also be used when you 
purchase gas. As of June 30, 2022, a total of $54,650.25 
has been put into the general fund. 

Radio Broadcast: You can sponsor the broadcast in 
memory or in honor of a family  member or an event in 
your life. The cost to sponsor a broadcast is $75.00. Please 
sign up on the sheet in Centennial Hall. Thank you.  

Gift Cards will be     
available on communion 

Sunday mornings in    
Centennial Hall and in the 

office during the week.  

Attention   
College-
Bound         
Students: 
Please call the 
church office to 
let us know your 
college address so that we can    
update our mailing lists and        
directory. Thanks! 

Get Ready for Our 
Country Western Service on  

Sunday, September 18, 2022!! 
Mark the date 
on your       
calendar and 
be sure to 
bring your 
friends and 
neighbors to 
share this     
special time 
together. 
Watch for 
more details to come in the September 
Evangel. 

 





14 Keeley Island Drive 
Slayton, MN 56172                   

507-763-3567 
camp@shetek.org 
www.shetek.org 

August 2022 

Fun at Camp! 

 

  

Thank you for another great Quilt Auction.       
We raised $37,862! 

 

Shetek Lutheran Ministries Where Christ Renews and Empowers 

Help send kids to Camp…Become a 
Pelican Club or Timber Society    
member today.  Pelican Club     

members support the ministry with a 
gift of $100 - $499 a year and Timber        
Society members give $500 or more 

a year.  Thanks for your support! 
  
 

      Mark your Calendar__ 
August 17-20 – Come 
see us at the Murray 

County Fair 
 

September 24 –          
Pre-Marriage Retreat 

 
Register at shetek.org or 

 Call 507-763-3567 for 
more information 

 
His compassions never 
fail. They are new every 
morning. Lamentations 

3:22-23 
 

Our “Building on the 
Foundation” capital cam-
paign is restarting after a 
pandemic pause. So far, 

we’ve raised over 
$1,388,000 in 

gifts/pledges towards our 
$1,500,000 goal!  More 

info on our website. 
https://shetek.org/slm-

master-plan/ 


